90 a SRI PARASARA BHATTA

for His ardent devotees! The grateful lovers of God are
thrilled and dumb-founded at this remarkable gesture of
the Supreme Lord (sl. 74)

While an ardent devotee whole-heartedly believes
in the all-pervasive presence and grace of the Lord, the
arcavatara comes in quite handy to spiritualise His mortal
existence. The Para, Vyuha, and the Vibhava aspects,
it is quite obvious, are an impossible hope for the suffering
humanity. It is therefore out of supreme consideration
for man that the Lord has condescended as an area
which assures salvation to one and all (visvajanma}.
The present area in the holy temple of' Srirangam
welcomes everyone and enquires about their welfare with
its beatific and beautiful glances imbued by wonderful
grace (sl. 75).

Parasara also refers to the age-old mythological
tradition associated with the worship of Lord Ranganatha
at Srirangam. According to the legends Brahma the
creator-god, bathed in the celestial Ganges and worshipped
Lord Ranganatha offering lotuses at His feet. The idol
of Lord Ranganatha was being worshipped by the ancestors
of Sri Rama starting from Manu. Rama Himself worshipped
the idol along with His wife Sita.108 The poet also makes
mention of the episode of the Lord abiding at Srirangam
itself in accordance with the desire of Vibhisana109 (sl.
76-78).

The succeeding four verses (sl. 79-82) describe Lord
Ranganatha employing Upanisadic statements such as
tatsavlturvarenyam^^ apranakh&tsarva eva suvarna^11
caksurmitrasya     varunasya...112     yasyasmi    na
tamantaremi'113 ayub prajanam,1^ etc.

Parasara then speaks of the glories of the Lord
employing the words and ideas expressed in the Bhagavad